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Phones with various screen sizes and colors? Yep!

New stuff to talk about? Yep!

Prices starting at $750? Yep!

Samsung Electronics ’ newest Galaxy S10 lineup, announced Wednesday and shipping March 8,
checks all the boxes on the Modern Smartphone Release list. They’re great phones, better than
your current great phone, with prices that aim to keep the South Korean giant’s mobile
business rolling.

It’s true, on the 10th anniversary of its flagship, Samsung put some sweet tricks into the new
models, the S10e, S10, S10+ and S10 5G. The fingerprint sensor is built directly into the screen,
the cameras have multiplied faster than Costco shoppers at a free sample stand, and the 5G
model will be one of the first to run on the soon-to-arrive faster networks.

But is there a giant leap here, like the Galaxy S4, with its bigger AMOLEDscreen and point-and-
shoot rivaling camera, or the water-resistant Galaxy S5? Nope and nope. The big leap is coming:
Samsung is launching its folding phone, the Galaxy Fold, on April 26, but that’s focused solely
on early adopters—with an early-adopter price tag of $1,980.

If you’re just searching for your next, unfoldable Android phone, you’ll have to figure out the
differences between these Galaxy S10 models, however. Lucky for you, I am a pro at deciphering
confusing phone lineups, and I spent some time with the entire Galaxy S10 fam.
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What they all have
No matter which Galaxy S10 you
choose, you get the following: a
gorgeous and sharp AMOLED,
HDR+ display that stretches to the

edges, at least 128GB of storage and a choice of four colors. Oh, and the biggest innovation of all,
a headphone jack.

They all promise 24 hours of battery life, which is why Samsung is betting you’ll even share
your juice with its new reverse wireless-charging trick. Turn on Wireless Powershare in
Settings, then place another Qi-compatible wireless-charging device on the back, and the
Galaxy will share its power. Yes, I even got it to work with its arch-nemesis, the iPhone XR.

Samsung’s new Galaxy S10e, S10 and S10+, from left, have di�erent screen sizes and camera combinations. PHOTO: ROBERT
ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

MORE ON SAMSUNG

Samsung Echoes Apple’s Smartphone Strategy With Expanded New Lineup

An iPhone XR wirelessly draws power from a Galaxy S10, using the Wireless Powershare feature. PHOTO: ROBERT
ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET JOURNAL



The phones have different selfie camera combos, but there is no dreaded notch. Instead,
Samsung punched a camera hole directly into the screen.

Let’s all take a moment and give thanks to the Samsung software engineers who appear to have
finally improved Samsung’s user experience. The new One UI that runs atop Android 9.0 is well
designed, with menus that—in my brief time with the devices—seemed to make sense.

Galaxy S10e (starts at $750)
Camera count: 3

The S10e is Samsung’s admission that phones have gotten too darn big. While the 5.8-inch
screen isn’t exactly small, it fit just right in my hand: no struggle to tap the edges or the corners
of the display. Unlike the other models, the S10e’s fingerprint sensor is embedded in the side
button.

Since the “e” stands for “essential,” you only (only!) get the essential cameras—a 10-megapixel
front-facing camera plus two rear cameras: a 16-megapixel ultrawide and a 12-megapixel
regular cam. The ultrawide lens should help with avoiding the always-awkward back-up-to-get-
everyone-in group shot. There is no telephoto camera here for zooming in.

Galaxy S10 (starts at $900)
Camera count: 4

The placement of the fingerprint sensor on the back of the Galaxy S9 wasn’t great—unless you
like a smudged-up camera lens.

Now, by embedding the S10’s ultrasonic fingerprint sensor right into the 6.1-inch screen,
Samsung is returning it to its rightful place, hidden in the bottom center of the display. An icon

For one-handed use, the smaller Galaxy S10e is the best of the bunch. PHOTO: ROBERT ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL



appears when you need to place your finger. Samsung says this will be hard to fool, too, since
ultrasonic technology can sense your fingerprint’s contours, not just its two-dimensional
appearance.

The foreseeable downside? There is no physical spot to place your finger, so you’ll have to
glance down until the location becomes muscle memory.

Unlocking was instantaneous the few times I tried it. It’s downright futuristic. It isn’t, however,
Apple’s Face ID, which, love it or hate it, is far more advanced than Samsung’s facial
recognition. All of these models have facial recognition and the fingerprint scanner. I
recommend turning on both biometrics and using whichever is most convenient at the time.

The S10 has the same front-facing camera as the S10e and a trio of rear-facing cameras: a 16-
megapixel ultrawide, a 12-megapixel wide or regular, and a 12-megapixel telephoto. You can
manually pick a camera, or just pinch to zoom and the phone will decide.

Galaxy S10+ (starts at $1,000)
Camera count: 5
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The Galaxy S10, S10+ and S10 5G have ultrasonic �ingerprint sensors embedded in their AMOLED displays. PHOTO: ROBERT
ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET JOURNAL



The S10+ has the same features as the S10 but a bigger, 6.4-inch screen and an extra camera on
the front. It’s meant to improve your portrait-mode selfies but doesn’t aid in facial recognition.

Galaxy S10 5G (starts at…No Idea Yet)
Camera count: 6

The Galaxy Super Size Me, that’s what this one should have been named. It has a ginormous,
6.7-inch display, 256GB of storage, two front-facing cameras and four—I repeat, four—rear
cameras. There’s the trio of rear-facing cameras plus a 3-D depth camera for augmented-reality
applications.

Shots captured on the Galaxy S10 using the telephoto, regular and ultrawide cameras, all snapped from the same spot. PHOTO:
ROBERT ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

The Galaxy S10 5G, with four rear cameras, will be one of the �irst smartphones on U.S. 5G networks, starting with Verizon.
PHOTO: ROBERT ALCARAZ�THE WALL STREET JOURNAL



And yes, it has 5G connectivity. Samsung says it will be available first from Verizon (in late
spring or early summer) then on other U.S. carriers. Just remember: U.S. carriers are launching
5G only in a limited number of cities this year. The S10 5G also has a massive battery, but there’s
no telling how the new networks will impact battery life.

While I did get to see the S10
5G and confirm that it is, in
fact, bigger than your
garage, it wasn’t a working
model, so I couldn’t try out
the cameras—or the faster
5G speeds.

I also didn’t get to see the
Galaxy Fold, a completely different-looking Android smartphone with a 7.3-inch Infinity Flex
display that, true to its name, folds in half.

At Samsung’s press conference Wednesday, the company demoed the phone running three apps
at the same time and Google Maps spread across the screen.

The S10 5G and the Fold feel like components of the next big leap in smartphones. Wait for it.
Given the Fold’s higher price tag and the currently limited 5G availability, they’re niche
products for now. (Those of us who remember the first 4G phones don’t remember them
fondly.)

Most shoppers would likely opt for one of the many other S10 models, or hold out for the Galaxy
S11 with, presumably, 11 cameras.
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The Samsung Galaxy Fold shown behind DJ Koh, Samsung head of mobile communications, at the Feb. 20 news conference.
PHOTO: ERIC RISBERG�ASSOCIATED PRESS
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